























IMPORTANT: this terminology applies to the
Medicare Hospice benefit. However, Medicaid
and many private insurers follow very similar
guidelines



























“Would you be surprised if your patient
died within a year?”
















































Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group (ECOG, Zubrod) Performance
Scale

Karnofsky Performance Scale (KPS)

Normal, no evidence of disease 100

o . ) i Normal Activity 0
Able to perform normal activity with only minor simptoms 90
Normal activity with effort, some symptoms 80 | Symptomatic and ambulatory ’
Able to care for self but unable to do normal activities 70 Cares for self
60

Requires occasional assistance, cares for most needs Ambulatory > 50% of the time

) ) 2
. ) ) Occasional assistance
Requires considerable assistance 50
Disabled, requires special assistance 40 | Ambulatory < 50% of the time 3
Severely disabled 30 | Nursing care needed
Very sick, requires supportive treatment 20 Bedridden 4

Moribund 10







% Mortality Rate

MELD Score (90 days)
<9 4
10-19 27
20-29 76
30-39 83
>40 100
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“Would you be surprised if your patient
died within a year?”









Cultural competence is what the patient says it is. It means that we have to ask specific
guestions and address specific needs!












